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0:00
0 seconds
so Tammy welcome we're so glad to have you joining us and we're looking forward
0:07
7 seconds
to hearing your story of how God worked in your life um and just would you give us a little
0:15
15 seconds
bit of your history and then just share your testimony with us and we'll turn it over to you
0:23
23 seconds
okay well thanks for inviting me to come and speak to you about this I came into the worldwide Church of God
0:32
32 seconds
back in the 70s and back then we were considered a cult which I didn't know at the time but uh
0:42
42 seconds
the reason we were considered that is because we had a lot of unorthodox views we were mainly an Old Testament Church
0:50
50 seconds
we observed a lot of the Jewish holidays or holy days including Passover which we tried to
1:00
1 minute
keep on the the day of the Jewish calendar as best we could we took the Lord's supper and we also had a foot
1:08
1 minute, 8 seconds
washing ceremony we did it as the Passover not communion service and we kept the days of unleavened bread
1:17
1 minute, 17 seconds
I cleaned my house from top to bottom every year to get all the leavening out of my house which I found out later that the Jews don't even do that and um throw
1:27
1 minute, 27 seconds
their bread and their yeast over the fence and then get it back when the days were over but we threw everything away we didn't want to have any hint of
1:34
1 minute, 34 seconds
leavening or sin in our houses we also uh observe the Feast of trumpets and
1:44
1 minute, 44 seconds
Dave atonement we fasted we didn't drink any water or eat any food for 24 hours
1:50
1 minute, 50 seconds
and it's funny because I I used to work when I lived in Denver I worked for a company that was owned and operated by
1:58
1 minute, 58 seconds
Jews and one day we were out and they all wanted to get a hot dog and I said well no I don't want a hot dog and uh
2:07
2 minutes, 7 seconds
they realized it was because I didn't eat pork and one of the guys said well you're a better Jew than I am and we had a laugh about that I asked for the day
2:16
2 minutes, 16 seconds
of atonement off and of course they knew what day that was and and said artery fasting I said yeah they said we don't
2:24
2 minutes, 24 seconds
even do that so we were um we were quite Old Testament a lot Jewish even though we were also a bit New
2:33
2 minutes, 33 seconds
Testament too because like I said we did the foot washing which was definitely a new testament thing
2:39
2 minutes, 39 seconds
um we did not believe in the Trinity we thought that the Holy Spirit was just an extension of God's power we had funny
2:47
2 minutes, 47 seconds
ideas about Jesus and as some people have told me we only brought him out about once or twice a year and then we put him back where he belonged and didn't think about him much
2:56
2 minutes, 56 seconds
which was true uh we as I mentioned we didn't eat pork we didn't eat any of the unclean Foods
3:03
3 minutes, 3 seconds
shellfish pork anything that the Bible said was unclean which presented some problems sometimes
3:10
3 minutes, 10 seconds
that we did the best we could um we kept the Saturday Sabbath we were very stringent about the Saturday Sabbath not as much as the
3:19
3 minutes, 19 seconds
Orthodox Jews you know we we did uh some things but we I remember being afraid on a Friday night
3:27
3 minutes, 27 seconds
that if I didn't get my dishes done and my trash taken out that I would be breaking the Sabbath and I'd be in trouble so we kind of lived in fear and
3:36
3 minutes, 36 seconds
that was not a good thing but we were well for the most part everybody was had the right heart we wanted to be
3:44
3 minutes, 44 seconds
obedient to what we thought God wanted from us and most of us did the best we could I think uh on some level I knew
3:52
3 minutes, 52 seconds
that I wasn't that I couldn't ever be as obedient as I thought God wanted me to be and and so that caused a little bit
4:00
4 minutes
of um you know disquiet inside of me because I I thought well we're supposed to be doing all this stuff to obey God and
4:09
4 minutes, 9 seconds
it's really not even possible so that that thought occurred to me back before we ever went through our changes in
4:17
4 minutes, 17 seconds
Doctrine foreign so that's where we came from that was the whole church we were quite large we had churches in many many countries
4:25
4 minutes, 25 seconds
around the world hence the name worldwide we um and we still do but at the time we were huge we and we also
4:33
4 minutes, 33 seconds
believed very much in what Jesus said about preaching the gospel we printed the plain truth magazine and it went all
4:40
4 minutes, 40 seconds
over the world we had ministers and churches everywhere and our members were encouraged to hand out the plain truth
4:47
4 minutes, 47 seconds
and to talk to people so that's how we experience such amazing growth in the 70s and the 80s which is like I said
4:54
4 minutes, 54 seconds
about the time I came in um we we grew very large I don't know I don't remember how many people were in
5:01
5 minutes, 1 second
the worldwide church at that time but it was it was a lot and of course that meant we had a lot of money coming in because we tied
5:09
5 minutes, 9 seconds
10 first time to support the church 10 second time to enable us to go to all the festivals and
5:17
5 minutes, 17 seconds
um you know as a it says in Leviticus eat the fat and drink the wine so we did a second tithe provided enough money to
5:25
5 minutes, 25 seconds
really enjoy the festivals and everyone did um then we also had an every three years we had a third tithe which was to help
5:34
5 minutes, 34 seconds
those who were less fortunate than needy the widows the orphans so for some people that was quite a hardship financially but that was what we were
5:42
5 minutes, 42 seconds
told to do was her second and third time and we did it so fast forward just a little bit
5:51
5 minutes, 51 seconds
um to the early 90s I think it was and I had to ask my husband to remind me um how this came about we had a letter
6:00
6 minutes
answering Department in a letter answering Department knew everything you could ask them any question in the
6:07
6 minutes, 7 seconds
world and they had an answer for it well until one day when uh my husband told me that a monsignor in the Catholic
6:15
6 minutes, 15 seconds
Church who wrote letters I guess every now and then he was quite a curious fellow and he he followed us
6:24
6 minutes, 24 seconds
he read the plain truth and he I don't know what he thought of us necessarily he must have agreed with some things but
6:30
6 minutes, 30 seconds
he had questions and so um he's my husband said that he was reading one of our anti-trinitarian
6:39
6 minutes, 39 seconds
articles because we used to you know if we didn't agree with something we we wrote about it because like I said we knew everything and he asked several questions showing
6:48
6 minutes, 48 seconds
some logical fallacies about our anti-trinitarian stance like um if God is composed of Holy Spirit then how
6:56
6 minutes, 56 seconds
could the Holy Spirit be less than God you know things like that um and I at the time the man who received that letter he's reading a
7:05
7 minutes, 5 seconds
letter and he's trying to come up with an answer and he realized that he just couldn't answer the question with the same old line
7:14
7 minutes, 14 seconds
and with the same answer that he'd been giving people before and it really really bothered his conscience
7:21
7 minutes, 21 seconds
so he took the letter to my father-in-law who had succeeded Herbert W Armstrong as the president of the church and he said you know I just can't
7:30
7 minutes, 30 seconds
answer this I I feel like something's wrong with our our answer and I and I think we need to look into this more
7:39
7 minutes, 39 seconds
so my father-in-law went to my husband who was in church administration at the time and a few other men who were
7:47
7 minutes, 47 seconds
well versed in our Theology and the Bible and and could help answer the question and he said yeah I want you
7:54
7 minutes, 54 seconds
guys to look into this you know what our guy in letter answering me is uncomfortable and can't answer it the
8:01
8 minutes, 1 second
way we used to he he we need you to look into this and do some study so they said okay and they did and I don't know how long it was from
8:10
8 minutes, 10 seconds
the time this Monsignor wrote the letter until the time things started happening but it was over a period of several
8:17
8 minutes, 17 seconds
months because they they studied they read a lot they prayed they talked about it together and of course looking back
8:25
8 minutes, 25 seconds
we see that it was the Holy Spirit who was working in first the letter answer and my father-in-law as well and then
8:34
8 minutes, 34 seconds
all the men he had to look into it the Holy Spirit was already moving and um
8:40
8 minutes, 40 seconds
they realized yeah we we've been giving the wrong answer and what we've been saying about the Holy Spirit and the
8:49
8 minutes, 49 seconds
trinitarian doctrine are wrong well when they realized that then it's kind of like dominoes there were other
8:57
8 minutes, 57 seconds
beliefs and practices that we had that kind of came under scrutiny and they thought oh no we're opening up a
9:06
9 minutes, 6 seconds
Pandora's Box here once we open this we can't put the lid back on but they had to keep going because the Holy Spirit was leading them
9:15
9 minutes, 15 seconds
in that direction and um I have to tell you uh story my husband
9:22
9 minutes, 22 seconds
he has he had been in the worldwide Church of God since he was probably four or five years old so it was all he knew
9:28
9 minutes, 28 seconds
and his parents were quite uh dedicated and committed to obeying all the laws and all the doctrines that her
9:36
9 minutes, 36 seconds
Armstrong put out and even moved to Pasadena where the headquarters was so that he could work for the church and be closer to what was going on so this is
9:44
9 minutes, 44 seconds
all my husband knew it was it was his whole framework of thought and life so it was really bothering him learning
9:53
9 minutes, 53 seconds
all this stuff not bothering in a bad way but you know just it upset his his whole world it's like it turned it upside down
10:01
10 minutes, 1 second
and um so he didn't tell me all this was going on I did not know that they were making all
10:07
10 minutes, 7 seconds
these changes until the day that we had the the morning service at the auditorium if you've ever been to
10:15
10 minutes, 15 seconds
Pasadena you you might know about the auditorium it was this huge beautiful building
10:22
10 minutes, 22 seconds
built to have church services concerts and it's still used for that today even though we don't own it anymore but it was gorgeous but they would have morning
10:31
10 minutes, 31 seconds
services and afternoon Services because we had a lot of people in the church at that time in Pasadena so our our custom was to listen to the
10:39
10 minutes, 39 seconds
morning service and then we'd go to the afternoon one in person well we're sitting there listening and my father-in-law is talking about
10:47
10 minutes, 47 seconds
the New Covenant and changes and things that needed to be to be changed a bit and I remember looking
10:56
10 minutes, 56 seconds
at my husband and saying did he just say we could eat pork that was my first thought which I still laugh about because you know I thought they're never
11:04
11 minutes, 4 seconds
going to let us eat unclean meat but yeah that was part of it but like I said it was like dominoes the whole
11:11
11 minutes, 11 seconds
all the dominoes started to fall and they also realized that they couldn't just introduce one change it would have to be all of it at this
11:20
11 minutes, 20 seconds
they didn't want us to do it gradually but they couldn't it was just everything kind of had to be explained and uh as a result we experienced some
11:30
11 minutes, 30 seconds
major splits in our church we lost many ministers many members and as you can imagine a lot of money because we had money coming in like
11:38
11 minutes, 38 seconds
crazy with all those members and all those tides um it was quite an upheaval in our church but you know the Holy Spirit was
11:47
11 minutes, 47 seconds
saying don't worry about that don't worry about losing members or ministers or money because I'm behind
11:54
11 minutes, 54 seconds
this and he was and he still is and um it's painful though anybody any of you who've ever experienced a split
12:01
12 minutes, 1 second
you'll know that it's it's not easy we my husband despair to the church even
12:09
12 minutes, 9 seconds
surviving at one point because we were losing so many people and we had friends call us on the phone and say you know
12:15
12 minutes, 15 seconds
what I can't be friends with you anymore um you're not going to keep the Sabbath you're you're abandoning as we called it
12:22
12 minutes, 22 seconds
the truth once delivered uh we can't even talk to you and his some of his really really good friends that he had
12:29
12 minutes, 29 seconds
known since College abandoned him I remember crying on the phone with one of our ministers one day who called me
12:36
12 minutes, 36 seconds
up and I don't I think he called during the day so he wouldn't have to talk to my husband but he um he said we couldn't he was leaving and we couldn't be friends and
12:45
12 minutes, 45 seconds
and we were just crying together but that that's how it affected people it was it was really traumatic but God
12:53
12 minutes, 53 seconds
didn't let our church die um he began working with us to bring us into as I like to call it the land of milk and honey or the land of Grace
13:02
13 minutes, 2 seconds
you're kind of wandering in the wilderness of legalism for so long and then he brought us into the land of Grace and you know I
13:11
13 minutes, 11 seconds
I know he he does things for a reason and all the experiences that we had were not for nothing
13:19
13 minutes, 19 seconds
because a lot of the people who stuck with us and are now part of Grace Communion International which is our new name we
13:26
13 minutes, 26 seconds
did change the name several years ago for a lot of reasons partly just to express who we are now
13:34
13 minutes, 34 seconds
but they said you know you really can appreciate Grace a lot more because once you've been in legalism
13:42
13 minutes, 42 seconds
which I didn't even know what that word was and you know if someone would say are you a legalist I would have said no I don't I'm not a lawyer or anything I
13:50
13 minutes, 50 seconds
didn't even know what the word was I didn't know we were in a cult but when you've experienced that and you've put your heart and soul into
13:58
13 minutes, 58 seconds
being obedient to what you think God wants and then one day God says you know what here's Grace
14:06
14 minutes, 6 seconds
you don't have to do that you don't have to perform for me anymore yes I still want you to be obedient but not in the way you've been obedient you don't have
14:14
14 minutes, 14 seconds
to adhere to all those Old Testament Jewish laws this is the New Covenant this is Grace and it's like a weight was
14:23
14 minutes, 23 seconds
lifted off of us I feel like we can appreciate Grace so much more for having been through that
14:30
14 minutes, 30 seconds
uh maybe just like the Israelites who wandered in the desert for 40 years you know the ones who were allowed to go into the promised land they thought wow
14:38
14 minutes, 38 seconds
this is amazing here we are and that was back in
14:43
14 minutes, 43 seconds
early uh early mid 90s 1995 is when the changes were announced to the whole church when we went through our splits
14:51
14 minutes, 51 seconds
so we had a few Rocky years there but then God just started bringing us all who were left uh along this learning
15:00
15 minutes
curve learning who the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit are learning about the Trinity learning about Grace
15:08
15 minutes, 8 seconds
and I can't tell you that it happened all at once because it was a struggle for a lot of people for a lot of years and um even now I I think sometimes
15:17
15 minutes, 17 seconds
after what's that been oh my mind's not 25 years yeah I do math is not this quick yeah since 1990 1995.
15:28
15 minutes, 28 seconds
um I still sometimes have little bits of legalism creep into my thinking because I don't think you get rid of it all
15:36
15 minutes, 36 seconds
after living with it in the way that we did for all those years I would say it's mostly gone but you know every once in a while I I feel like
15:44
15 minutes, 44 seconds
it's still part of me it's it's who I was but um I do have to tell you a couple things Urban Armstrong's a lot of people
15:52
15 minutes, 52 seconds
like to paint him as a really bad person and uh someone told my husband once don't you want to burn him in effigy and
15:59
15 minutes, 59 seconds
my husband said no I don't condemn him he was sincere you really believed that God had shown
16:07
16 minutes, 7 seconds
him these things and that he was to do them he always told us to read our Bibles when I started attending church back
16:14
16 minutes, 14 seconds
when I was about 14 15 years old I hadn't really read the Bible but because of being at church and going to Bible
16:22
16 minutes, 22 seconds
studies and being told get your nose in the Bible I feel like I I did learn the Bible
16:30
16 minutes, 30 seconds
and uh that's something that he always said read the Bible even though you know we would read certain verses and say well it doesn't mean that we did that a
16:39
16 minutes, 39 seconds
lot but we did read that um another thing is when we were baptized when I was baptized and in our baptism ceremony
16:48
16 minutes, 48 seconds
we were baptized in the name of the father and the Son and the Holy Spirit and you might think well that's a little weird because we didn't believe in the
16:56
16 minutes, 56 seconds
Trinity but that's that's how we were baptized and so I thought wow you know Herbert Armstrong wasn't all wrong about everything
17:04
17 minutes, 4 seconds
as in a lot of things a little bit truth and error mixed together but in our case a lot of error but you really did
17:12
17 minutes, 12 seconds
want to obey God as I think as I mentioned most of our members really did our hearts were sincere and I I think
17:21
17 minutes, 21 seconds
um you know he we're like we were like Israel it's like God didn't choose us because of anything we did he just I
17:29
17 minutes, 29 seconds
think he chose us to be an example to the rest of the Christianity because there were people who wrote us off and
17:36
17 minutes, 36 seconds
thought that we were doomed condemned yeah they're going to hell in fact if if you might be familiar with the book of
17:45
17 minutes, 45 seconds
the Cults now I can't think of the author's name but um we had a whole chapter devoted to our church a whole chapter just a white Church of
17:54
17 minutes, 54 seconds
God so we were Persona non-gradda in the Christian world but you know what God he
18:01
18 minutes, 1 second
doesn't work the way we expect he took this church that for all intents and purposes had been written off by everybody
18:09
18 minutes, 9 seconds
and said you know what I'm going to do something with this church and you're going to be amazed you're going to see how I can take a church that's so
18:17
18 minutes, 17 seconds
steeped in legalism and Old Testament Jewish Theology and bring them into the New Covenant and the land of Grace you're all going to just sit there and
18:24
18 minutes, 24 seconds
go wow and people did uh there were people who really were on our side and said yes
18:32
18 minutes, 32 seconds
I've been praying for you guys for years I did no there were detractors too people who said ah they're just faking it they're
18:41
18 minutes, 41 seconds
just doing this for money well we all knew that wasn't true because we lost a lot of money we ended up selling
18:50
18 minutes, 50 seconds
our property in Pasadena which was worth quite a lot of money we um the old ways were gone it was just we
18:58
18 minutes, 58 seconds
were cut our income was cut so much we had to make a lot of changes so we weren't doing it for the money we're doing it for attention we weren't
19:07
19 minutes, 7 seconds
doing it to be just accepted by mainstream Christianity we were accused of that too we that's not why we did it we did it because the Holy Spirit
19:15
19 minutes, 15 seconds
wanted to bring us out of legalism and show his power and give himself Glory
19:23
19 minutes, 23 seconds
now let's see I've got about what 15 20 minutes left I'll tell you a little bit about my part in this I already told you
19:31
19 minutes, 31 seconds
that my husband didn't tell me about the changes coming he thought I was going to perhaps get mad and want to leave like
19:39
19 minutes, 39 seconds
some wives did of ministers I did not do that I didn't know what this was going to be for my life I had no idea the
19:48
19 minutes, 48 seconds
ramifications of moving from legalism to Grace but I guess God I put it inside of me in my heart to say
19:57
19 minutes, 57 seconds
okay I don't know where this is going but I'm gonna go there with you so I did I learned as much as I could I read everything I could about the New
20:05
20 minutes, 5 seconds
Testament the New Covenant Grace and I just I tried to just soak it up like a sponge and um
20:13
20 minutes, 13 seconds
about I don't know several months after our church they announced the changes to the church my father-in-law died of cancer
20:21
20 minutes, 21 seconds
so my you appointed my husband to become the new president well that that really changed our lives too but um
20:29
20 minutes, 29 seconds
it was interesting because not long after that I was introduced to a concept called women's ministry now
20:35
20 minutes, 35 seconds
women in our church typically baked cookies and you know didn't do much frankly
20:43
20 minutes, 43 seconds
I didn't pray in church couldn't speak didn't do anything a women's ministry kind of introduced us to this whole new world of
20:51
20 minutes, 51 seconds
wow women are people too you know God wants women to be just as active in preaching the gospel and spiritual
20:59
20 minutes, 59 seconds
matters as the men are and I just I tell people I was just kind of standing there with my hands in my pockets and God said here go do this go
21:06
21 minutes, 6 seconds
do that and I said okay no I'm not doing anything else so I did I became very interested and involved in women's ministry and the women in our church
21:15
21 minutes, 15 seconds
just were so excited about it they said well for the first time somebody's listening to us and we have a voice and
21:22
21 minutes, 22 seconds
that led to more changes with women uh we the people in charge you know the
21:29
21 minutes, 29 seconds
my husband and some of those the friends of his the the scholars so to speak uh did a long study several year study on women
21:39
21 minutes, 39 seconds
in Ministry and actually is becoming pastors so after quite a bit of study and prayer
21:46
21 minutes, 46 seconds
they realized that the Bible did not say no you can't do that and women could prophesy and even be pastors and
21:54
21 minutes, 54 seconds
preachers so that was a big change for our church we started adding some here and there and now I I think we have a couple
22:03
22 minutes, 3 seconds
hundred women Pastors in our church which is really quite amazing um I was not
22:12
22 minutes, 12 seconds
until about was it almost three years ago I was ordained and nothing came about because as soon as I was ordained
22:20
22 minutes, 20 seconds
we moved from California up to here to Oregon and then covid hit was taking care of my mom she's got Parkinson's and you know
22:29
22 minutes, 29 seconds
life completely changed back then for us so I thought well I didn't really want to be a pastor anyway and uh you know I
22:36
22 minutes, 36 seconds
don't know why God made it so that I could be ordained when he did but that's fine well this past January uh the pastor
22:46
22 minutes, 46 seconds
who's also is a woman in our Eugene congregation asked me if I would consider being an assistant pastor and I really prayed hard about it
22:54
22 minutes, 54 seconds
because I really didn't want to be a pastor but it seemed like God was kind of pointing me in that direction so I said well okay I can do that and um as
23:04
23 minutes, 4 seconds
Luanne said I've been giving sermons now about once a month since February and helping out where I can in church
23:11
23 minutes, 11 seconds
getting more involved and um it's really a different time of life for me because my husband retired a few years ago people have laughed and said well he's
23:20
23 minutes, 20 seconds
retired but you're getting more busy than ever yeah like that's how funny God works you know like Joe Joe's kind of gone
23:28
23 minutes, 28 seconds
uh he's not on any boards anymore he he's completely retired but here I am being assistant pastor
23:37
23 minutes, 37 seconds
um so for me it's been it's been a really a wild ride I guess I could say going from old Covenant worldwide Church
23:45
23 minutes, 45 seconds
of God to New Covenant Grace Communion International I think women pastors
23:52
23 minutes, 52 seconds
my husband for a while was on the board of the National Association of evangelicals shows you how far we came we were accepted by mainstream
24:00
24 minutes
Christianity um I feel in my own life learning about Grace and
24:10
24 minutes, 10 seconds
all the things that I've been through we just it's just amazing how God has brought me where I am and sometimes I
24:16
24 minutes, 16 seconds
sit here and I think how did I get here and I just think wow God I you know I didn't I had no aspirations for any of this
24:24
24 minutes, 24 seconds
it's like God just said okay you know some people say just show up I showed up and God brought me where I am today
24:33
24 minutes, 33 seconds
I'm really I don't have any bitterness some people do about the worldwide Church of God back in the old days
24:39
24 minutes, 39 seconds
I think it all happened for a reason I think God knew what he was doing obviously he does but you know he
24:48
24 minutes, 48 seconds
doesn't waste any of our experiences and he doesn't um he doesn't give up on people even though
24:57
24 minutes, 57 seconds
a lot of people gave up on us he never did and that makes me love him more because I think wow you know look where we were and look where we are
25:05
25 minutes, 5 seconds
now he's he's amazing everybody was family and I know people all over the world and I'm so thankful
25:13
25 minutes, 13 seconds
for that experience and and it's like you go to a worldwide Church of God even back in the old days you go to a robot Church of God congregation and it's like
25:20
25 minutes, 20 seconds
like going home we all uh we all very much had a spirit of unity and and love I think even now it's the same but it's
25:29
25 minutes, 29 seconds
it's different because it's um you know it's New Covenant it's Jesus that brings us together now not Zach and
25:36
25 minutes, 36 seconds
all those things but it was like I said it wasn't a wasted experience for me I'm not bitter I I think I look back at all all of it and I say well that's just the journey God
25:45
25 minutes, 45 seconds
brought me on and all uh you know I had a reason and it made me who I am and and how I think and the way I see him and
25:53
25 minutes, 53 seconds
appreciate Grace and everything so I think Tammy my first introduction was when you were in my small group at in
26:02
26 minutes, 2 seconds
the springs Retreat yes and um and the Springs Retreat for
26:09
26 minutes, 9 seconds
um as a three-day Prairie reflection Retreat and we have small groups and um I didn't know Tammy we just used
26:17
26 minutes, 17 seconds
first names basically so I didn't know who she was or um what the the church was going through and um I remember you just came into the
26:25
26 minutes, 25 seconds
small group and I think you cried the whole entire time yeah um you know and and as you were sharing
26:33
26 minutes, 33 seconds
then um you kind of lost over a little bit of the um what your you personally you and
26:41
26 minutes, 41 seconds
your husband went through during those years of turmoil it wasn't like everybody was like oh okay well you know
26:48
26 minutes, 48 seconds
you have a nice life and we'll have our nice life um I remember you know really credible death threats and oh
26:57
26 minutes, 57 seconds
yeah yeah well people um people accused my husband of ruining the church
27:04
27 minutes, 4 seconds
some people said he was possessed possessed by Satan himself somebody at church came up to him after
27:11
27 minutes, 11 seconds
the service was over and said if I had a gun I'd take it out and shoot you right now you received many death threats my letters and phone calls and it like I
27:19
27 minutes, 19 seconds
said it was it was a very very hard probably for three years and hey you know these people are stalking us but
27:27
27 minutes, 27 seconds
that's pretty much fallen off but for a long long time we had people doing things like that accusing him of
27:35
27 minutes, 35 seconds
everything under the sun Eve that's evil yeah it it was very hard and how did you how did you live through that time when
27:44
27 minutes, 44 seconds
everything was so hard what what development hold on I I'm not really sure
27:51
27 minutes, 51 seconds
um I I'd like to say that I prayed a lot but you know I was kind of in a State of Shock at everything that was happening and I think I just kind of you know it's
28:00
28 minutes
like I was holding his hand and he was just saying you know it's okay and I I don't even I don't even know how and my
28:07
28 minutes, 7 seconds
husband was the same way as it just it was so it was so hard we wanted to give up a couple of times but
28:15
28 minutes, 15 seconds
somehow God pulled us through you know that people still think that my husband is evil and he's
28:24
28 minutes, 24 seconds
the he's the reason the church went through all the changes they don't take into account that maybe it was the Holy Spirit
28:32
28 minutes, 32 seconds
doing this for us because they think that um we got away from the truth of the Herbert Armstrong preached and um
28:40
28 minutes, 40 seconds
is much better now but yeah it was pretty rough for a while but when I came to the springs that
28:47
28 minutes, 47 seconds
first time I got a flyer in the mail I I don't know where it came from maybe one of somebody in our church must have had
28:55
28 minutes, 55 seconds
it sent to me but um it was for the modern Dolorosa retreat center and I showed it to my husband he said oh it sounds Catholic to me just throw it away but you know I
29:03
29 minutes, 3 seconds
think the Holy Spirit was at that time saying no I don't throw it away think about it a little bit so I ended up going but I I just remember
29:12
29 minutes, 12 seconds
the reason I cried and I told everybody in my story was because I was just welcomed so much after being sorry I don't want to get emotional
29:21
29 minutes, 21 seconds
again but after being pretty much persecuted and reviled and have death threats against us for I think that had been like three
29:29
29 minutes, 29 seconds
years after I uh the changes happened to come into that group of women and just it's like I got a hug from everybody and nobody judged or condemned
29:38
29 minutes, 38 seconds
or said ooh worldwide Church of God what are you doing here you know because people did have that reaction sometimes but but nobody did just I just felt like
29:48
29 minutes, 48 seconds
you welcomed us and and also we're very happy that God had done what he did in our church
29:55
29 minutes, 55 seconds
it was emotional I still can get emotional about it because I I look back over my life and and all the amazing things that God has done
30:04
30 minutes, 4 seconds
and he's still a doing because we we are very trinitarian now in our our beliefs we we fully embrace the Trinity and um
30:13
30 minutes, 13 seconds
even have trinitarian theologians interviewed on our GCI website some amazing stuff that you know I I
30:21
30 minutes, 21 seconds
just marvel at all the things he's teaching us about himself um but I look back on that night I can't help but get emotional it's just it's
30:29
30 minutes, 29 seconds
just amazing what he's done for us and quite a quite a witness to everybody that you know even when you think God's
30:37
30 minutes, 37 seconds
given up on you or other people think God's given up on you he never does yes I don't think he gives up on anybody
30:44
30 minutes, 44 seconds
that's how much he loves us yeah well thank you so much for sharing your
30:52
30 minutes, 52 seconds
story with us does anyone else have questions or I was just thank you so much Tammy what
30:59
30 minutes, 59 seconds
an incredible story of um I mean the leadership of the church it sounds like just had real Grace and courage or humility and courage
31:07
31 minutes, 7 seconds
um in making that transition I think this the scariest part of the story for me was the part where you talked about how the group was um was really
31:16
31 minutes, 16 seconds
committed to reading scripture and yet managed to get so far off course how um how do you feel like that happened
31:25
31 minutes, 25 seconds
and how do we know that we aren't doing the same well we see through a glass Darkly still
31:33
31 minutes, 33 seconds
but um something I learned that we had been doing was it's called cognitive dissonance where you hold two different ideas in your head at the same time
31:40
31 minutes, 40 seconds
that's that's what we did we read the Bible but like I said we would read some verses like when uh you know
31:48
31 minutes, 48 seconds
you're had the the sheet brought down with all the animals and God said it's okay you can eat all this and he said ah I never eat unclean things and uh we we
31:57
31 minutes, 57 seconds
said well no that that wasn't that's not what it really meant you know it doesn't mean that you can eat unclean food it
32:05
32 minutes, 5 seconds
just means that people are accepted we had our way of uh working around all those verses in fact we even had a
32:13
32 minutes, 13 seconds
booklet called difficult scriptures if you don't know if you knew about that or not but um all those all those ones
32:21
32 minutes, 21 seconds
that we couldn't we couldn't quite explain we came up with an explanation for it anyway yeah cognitive dissonance no I I suppose it's possible that all of
32:30
32 minutes, 30 seconds
us Christians have some uh areas where we have that where because we don't know everything nobody does we all see
32:38
32 minutes, 38 seconds
through a glass Darkly and we will until the end so probably we well that's and you know
32:45
32 minutes, 45 seconds
what I I just praise God because he doesn't condemn us for our lack of understanding everything you know he knows
32:53
32 minutes, 53 seconds
and you know you look at our journey where we we saw things and just everything was black and white for us all those years ago and uh now we've
33:02
33 minutes, 2 seconds
learned that well everything's not black and white and there might be some gray areas and we just have to learn to trust him
33:09
33 minutes, 9 seconds
all shall be revealed at some point we will see him face to face
33:17
33 minutes, 17 seconds
yeah well thank you so much for letting me come and talk to you I haven't really talked about this in a long time but um it's still like it just
33:26
33 minutes, 26 seconds
happened so I really appreciate being able to share with you thank you and it just seems to me you
33:34
33 minutes, 34 seconds
know this um just an ordinary person just yeah just a regular ordinary person that has
33:41
33 minutes, 41 seconds
a heart to say yes to God and um whatever that means wherever that takes you to say yes and the humility of
33:51
33 minutes, 51 seconds
um of that walk I think is just such a testimony to your love for Jesus and the
33:59
33 minutes, 59 seconds
grace that you're still touched by you know that it doesn't it hasn't gotten old that um and you just radiate that
34:09
34 minutes, 9 seconds
um the trust in God and uh uh I don't know what you say the the very realness
34:18
34 minutes, 18 seconds
of Grace and his work in your life so um you're a hero so thank you for coming
34:24
34 minutes, 24 seconds
and sharing that thank you your story with us thank you yeah well it's one o'clock we'll end
34:33
34 minutes, 33 seconds
um may the Lord bless you and keep you and may He um make his face to shine upon you lift
34:42
34 minutes, 42 seconds
up his countenance upon you and give you peace and um that's just such a blessing that we can live and walk in the glory
34:51
34 minutes, 51 seconds
of Jesus and um he'll he'll take us he'll guide us he'll lead us um and
34:59
34 minutes, 59 seconds
um may you be blessed by his presence this week in Jesus name amen
35:06
35 minutes, 6 seconds
love you guys we'll see you next week so much yeah thank you thank you thank you




